


FRINGFORD PARISH 

Minutes of the Annual Assembly of the Parish of Fringford held in Fringford Village Hall on
Monday 12th May 2025 at 7.30pm

1. Apologies
· Apologies were received for Cllr Ryder

2. Minutes 
· The Minutes were approved as a true record of the event.

3. District and County Council reports
· No update provided

4. Chairman’s report

· Very sadly we lost Cllr David McCullagh who had been a member of the Parish Council for many years. David is greatly missed for his contribution to the work of the Parish Council, his dedication, enthusiasm and generous support to the community.

· In March 2024, we welcomed a new councillor, Max Todd, who has thrown himself in to things admirably.

· The Parish Council met 11 times between April 2024 and March 2025. No meeting was held in August due to councillor holidays.

· As always, a wide variety of topics have been discussed as reflected in the minutes which are displayed on the Parish noticeboard and on the Village Website.

· Several significant topics have featured in the activities of the Parish Council this year, some of which have been ongoing since the previous year:

	Helped alert traffic to slow down when entering the village 
	√ Village gates were installed on Stratton Audley Road and Fringford Road.

	Improved the Village Green and surrounding area
	√ Improved the verges – project completed summer 2024.

	
	√ Improve parking areas - project completed summer 2024.

	
	√ Tidying up the pond area - project completed summer 2024.


	
	√ Mowed and tidied children’s play area 


	
	√ Erected the iconic village sign positioned on The Green.


	Better environment
	√ On going management of trees with landowners or on land owned or leased by the PC. 
√Installed 1 new dog waste bin by Jubilee bridal way.

	Village Hall
	√ Closer working with the Village Hall Committee to manage the use of the excellent facilities, maximize the income to ensure the hall is well used and well maintained for the benefit of villagers.
√ Obtained a 50% funding grant to replace the village hall roof on the original part of the building.  Work completed in Spring 2024.

	Help support more social events
	√ supported the delivery of successful events such as family quiz night, jazz night, cinema nights, VE 80th celebration.
√ supported pop up events


	Planning 
	√ Objected to the proposal for a gypsy traveller site within the ward of Fringford.
√Responding to the Appeal against the refusal for a 10-house development land on land adjacent to The Cottage and off Rectory Lane site off Crow Lane.
√ Provided feedback to ensure that Fringford is re-categorized as a smaller village in Cherwell District Council housing strategy.


	Better communication
	√ Produced the Fringford Village Plan 2024 in November
√ Continued to fund The Village Voice bi-monthly newsletter and be a major contributor.
√ Continued to use the village mutual support Whatsapp group as a communication tool.




Finance
· I am pleased to report once again that the Parish Council finances remain in a very good state with adequate reserves, only a small amount of which will be required for the two village green projects as costs have increased since the grants were awarded but the Parish Council has successfully managed to mitigate against large increases in costs. Responsible Financial Officer has produced a written report for the minutes.

Village groups and organisations
· On behalf of the Parish Council, I would like to thank many villagers for their contribution to the community…

· The Village Hall Committee for their work to keep the amazing asset of the hall very well maintained and accessible. For helping to organise and run village events and professionally promoting the use of the hall and ensure its safe running as a publicly accessed building.
· Fringford Friends – for the coordinator and handful of volunteers supporting villagers when they need assistance.
· The members of the Cricket Club for maintaining the beautiful ground and keeping the tradition of cricket thriving in the village and growing the next generation of budding cricketers with the youngster’s programs.
· The Butchers Arms Pub – for trying hard to keep our village pub alive.
· Aunt Sally team running the time-honored village tradition alongside the pub and the cricket club.
· The Editorial team and sponsors of the Village Voice for keeping us up to date with village events.
· Administrators of the Fringford Mutual WhatsApp group – a very useful communication tool. 
· The Church PCC and volunteers for looking after the church and churchyard and keeping it available to the community.
· Fringford School and Shelswell Pre-school – for providing excellent, local educational establishments for families.
· The group of volunteers for continuing to undertake the village litter picks and others who take the time to keep the village tidy.
· The Sewcial – for a creating and craft & chat group in the village.
· The Village History Society – for looking after the historical information of the village and keeping the important memories of our village alive.
· The farmers who keep our hedges and verges in good shape.

· All these people make a real difference and make Fringford the positive and attractive community we all enjoy. All these groups depend on individuals, and all are keen to attract more support so please, if you are interested, join in, and do your bit.

· I would personally like to thank all the Parish Councillors and Bobs, the Parish Clerk for their time, effort, and commitment. The Parish Councillors all give up their time to attend meetings, read many documents, carry out planning consultations and undertake many other tasks. All the Parish Councillors are volunteers and make no claims for expenses on travel or other costs. So far, we have an excellent track record of attending meetings along with a commitment to and undertake projects in the background, all for the benefit of Fringford. 

Councillor Ginny Hope
Chair
Fringford Parish Council.






5. Financial Officer report 

2024/25
· The Parish Council is in a healthy position financially with the current finances standing at £40,101.30.

· 2024/25 was relatively calmer terms of finances for the Parish Council. 2023/24 saw the completion of many projects including the repair of the Wall, repair of the Village Hall Roof, and improvements to the pond area. Whereas this year the most significant areas of one off spend was the designing and installation of the new village sign and the new village gates.

· Grass Cutting continues to be the largest area of regular Parish Council spend and the Council is in the final year of its three year Long Term Agreement with Green Scythe in October 2025. The Council will then have conversations about whether to continue with Green Scythe or look to explore other contractors. 

2025/26
· The Council at the January 2025 meeting approved its 2025/26 budget with an increase of 2.5% to the Annual precept to £16,492 down from the 5% in 2024/25 in line in the drop in inflation.
· Moving forward as in previous years we will likely see an uptake in the grass cutting costs due to the increase in operational costs. The Council has also requested and received the tree survey for the trees it is currently responsible for and will be undertaking any recommended works to ensure these are safe particularly with the increase more extreme weather conditions.
· The Council also this year included in its budgets monies to ensure the maintenance and repair of the Village Green verges and a fund to try and boost and encourage future events in the village.

6. Public participation
· No questions raised

7. Village groups reports:
a. Village Hall

b. Fringford Friends

· There are currently four members of Fringford Friends and have been called out to help 5-10 times in the last year. Whilst the service will continue to  remain in place it is not often called upon and much of the reason for this is the bus service and we are also seeing more neighbours helping each other. We are still advertising in the Voice and will continue to do so for the foreseeable future.
· The Parish Council confirmed that it still holds £416.17 in its accounts which belongs to Fringford Friends.

c. Sewcial
· The group meets every month except August. The group has a number of different items including knitted poppies and premature baby hats. The group is keen to continue so long as Chinnery room still available.
· The Parish Council confirmed that for all groups which are open to all members of the parish, the cost of hiring the village hall / Chinnery room is waived 

d. Village Voice
· The Voice is always looking for more content, and has been exploring the notion of a focus on individual people and their stories in the village. 
· More volunteers to help find interesting content or help with the editorial would always be welcome

e. School
· The £90,000 deficit last year has now significantly reduced down to £50,000, but the school needs more children in order to create more funding. 
· Both Ofsted & Church inspectors were both very positive in their assessments of the school and the parent voice has also been positive.
· There is also now a view that the more the school can work with the village, the better.


f. Fringford Cricket Club
· Welcome to the upcoming 2025 Cricket season – it’s nearly upon us. 

· During the closed season the club continued to be active. With the desire to grow the club and look to secure its sustainability in providing cricket to be played in Fringford, the club has welcomed new committee members, playing members and secured and renewed a number of sponsorship partners.  

· We are pleased to report that the club supports both 1st and 2nd XI Saturday teams as well as a mid-week team. The 1st XI will play in the Cherwell league in division 6A and the 2nd X1 will play in division 9C. The mid-week team play on Wednesday evenings in the Buckingham mid-week league.

· We wish all our teams a successful season. Please make a note of the home and away fixtures as below:

Fringford Cricket Club - 2025 fixtures						
	Fringford Cricket Club - 2025 fixtures

	
	
	
	
	
	

	 
	 
	 
	1st XI
	Result
	 
	2nd XI
	Result
	 
	Other

	Sat
	10-May
	H
	Chesterton & Wendlebury 1
	 
	A
	Chesterton & Wendlebury 2
	 
	 
	 

	Sat
	17-May
	A
	Haddenham 1
	 
	H
	Kidlington 3
	 
	 
	 

	Sat
	24-May
	H
	Brackley 2
	 
	A
	Witney Mills 4
	 
	 
	 

	Sat
	31-May
	A
	Kimble 1
	 
	 
	No Fixture
	 
	 
	 

	Sat
	07-Jun
	H
	Leighton Buzzard Town 2
	 
	H
	Deddington 2
	 
	 
	 

	Sat
	14-Jun
	A
	Ivinghoe & Pitstone 1
	 
	TBD
	Shipton - u - Wychwood 4
	 
	H
	Beer Festival

	Sat
	21-Jun
	H
	Great Horwood 1
	 
	A
	Gawcott & Hillsden
	 
	 
	 

	Sun
	28-Jun
	H
	Silverstone 1
	 
	A
	Oxenford 4
	 
	 
	 

	Sat
	05-Jul
	A
	Long Marston 2
	 
	H
	Silverstone 2
	 
	 
	 

	Sat
	12-Jul
	A
	Chesterton & Wendlebury 1
	 
	H
	Chesterton & Wendlebury 2
	 
	 
	 

	Sat
	19-Jul
	H
	Haddenham 1
	 
	A
	Kidlington 3
	 
	 
	 

	Sat
	26-Jul
	A
	Brackley 2
	 
	H
	Witney Mills 4
	 
	 
	 

	Sat
	02-Aug
	H
	Kimble 1
	 
	 
	No Fixture
	 
	 
	 

	Sat
	09-Aug
	A
	Leighton Buzzard Town 2
	 
	H
	Deddington 2
	 
	 
	 

	Sat
	16-Aug
	A
	Ivinghoe & Pitstone 1
	 
	A
	Shipton - u - Wychwood 4
	 
	 
	 

	Sat
	23-Aug
	A
	Great Horwood 1
	 
	H
	Gawcott & Hillsden
	 
	 
	 

	Sat
	30-Aug
	A
	Silverstone 1
	 
	H
	Oxenford 4
	 
	 
	 

	Sat
	06-Sep
	H
	Long Marston 2
	 
	A
	Silverstone 2
	 
	 
	 


	 	 

Youth cricket
· The club is extremely excited to be partnering with the ECB youth programme to offer All Stars Cricket to local children in the village and surrounding area. All Stars Cricket provides a fantastic first experience for all children aged 5-11 years old where they’re guaranteed 8 weeks of jam-packed fun, activity and skills development. The programme is designed to introduce children to the sport, teaching them new skills, helping them make new friends and have a great time doing so.

· Every Friday evening for 8 weeks from 16th May starting at 5.30pm for the 5–8-year-old junior All Stars and 6.30pm for the 8-11 Dynamos. Every child that registers will receive a personalised t-shirt, bat, ball and backpack. At last count we have 40 children already registered – Wow, what an amazing response!

· We would love to see you all supporting the next generation of budding cricketers. Please do come up to the ground on a Friday evening to watch, have a coffee or something stronger – you’ll be most welcome. 

Looking to the future
· Whilst looking at the sustainability for the club and to build upon the youth aspects that the club envisages in achieving, we are looking at further opportunities to develop the amenities.

A note from Alex – Club Captain FCC
· We are looking to raise the money required to design and install an artificial practice facility (cricket nets) for Fringford Cricket Club. We have grown from a single mens' team on a Saturday afternoon, to now having two saturday teams, a midweek team and up to 50 children using our club for cricket training.

· We now are desperate to build a non-turf cricket net area for to sustain the growth of the club. This will be available to be used by the local population to bring people into the cricket and other sporting activities.

· I have included a picture of the kind of result we are aspiring to.
 
· The funds donated will be wholly and purely used for the construction of this facility in its entirety

· The club would be most grateful if you could consider supporting us by donating at: www.gofundme.com/f/fringford-cc-nonturf-practice-facility

Club and Ground
· Compared to last year our wonderful British weather has rather more forgiving this year and allowed us to get ahead in the preparation of both the square and the playing outfield. Thanks go to Shaun Wickens, Russell King, John Powell and others who have diligently spent hours in achieving this. 

· With grateful support to several sponsors again this year and the club is fortunate to be in the position to have invested in a replacement wicket roller, pavilion repairs, new playing kit, match balls and a few other minor items that keeps the club afloat. 

· The club also welcomes Pip Bacon and her Field Coffee horsebox again this year providing delicious coffees, cakes and snacks to one and all. Pip and her family have been great contributors to the club over many years and we welcome her enterprise back as a real asset to the community. Please join us in supporting Pip.

· If anyone is interested in playing, joining the club or can spare a few hours a week to assist on the ground we would love to welcome you. Please contact either of us on the details below or pop up to the ground when one of us are around.

· We are really proud of our club and the visual amenity it provides to the whole village. We are also grateful for the village litter pickers who regularly collect litter from around the ground too and to Alice King for maintain the pavilion flower border.

· Please come and join us to support your local village club throughout this season.

· Contacts for the club are:
· www.facebook.com/people/Fringford-Cricket-Club
· www.fringfordcc.play-cricket.com/
· Ady Measday: (Chair)	 		


g. Parochial Church Council



h. Aunt Sally (Jim )
· In 2023 the team won Division 4 and then again in 2024 won Division 3.
· The regular night has now moved to Wednesday night.
· The furthest venue for matches is Brill otherwise the matches are all against local teams.
· The team also expressed its thanks to Pip for the catering put on throughout the year.

i. WhatsApp
· There are currently 181 members
· The team has thought about whether the group falls under the Online Safety Act and will make a decision soon.
· There was a thought to publish a detailed set of rules for using the group but decided against this as it would be very difficult to be prescriptive without push back and possibly causing offence.
· There are a number of minor rules users have to follow including having to be living in the parish, no harmful posts (the decision over whether a post is harmful is at the administrators discretion) and if found to be it will be removed.
· So far the group is working well and will hopefully continue going forward.


Contact: Bobs Damerell, Clerk to Fringford Parish Council  (01844237766)
