Fringford Parish Council – Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 20th April 2026

[bookmark: _Hlk109726472]Minutes of the meeting of Fringford Parish Council, 
held on Monday 20th April 2026 at 7.45pm.

Present:	Councillors: Ginny Hope, Les Harris, Hayley Ryder & Robert Gue

Also present: 	R. Damerell (Clerk) and 1 member of the public. 

94) Apologies for absence
· Apologies were received for Cllrs Mackenzie & Todd

95) Requests for Dispensations and Declarations of interest, gifts and hospitality 
· No requests or interests were declared by Members.

96) Public participation
· A member of the public asked the Parish Council to review the long-term future of the Odd Fellows Society banner.  A discussion took place that determined that the Parish Council is the custodian of the banner and that it’s safe future should be discussed at a future meeting.  It was agreed that it would be part of the Flora Thompson celebrations and be on temporary display in the Church.
· 
97) Updates from County & District Councillors 
· No update to report from County & District Councillors.

98) To approve the Minutes of the last Parish Council Meeting. 
· The minutes of the March 2026 Fringford Parish Council meeting were approved as a true record of the meeting.  

99) [bookmark: _Hlk106648287]Finance  
· Financial Spreadsheet – Councillors received the monthly reconciliation. 
· Invoices to pay - invoices were reviewed and approved by the Parish Council. 

100) Parish Matters
· 2026 Local Elections – The Parish Council acknowledged the confirmation of an uncontested election for the Parish Council elections and all 7 nominees have been elected onto the Parish Council.
· 2026 Beer festival parking request – The Parish Council resolved to approve the request to use the Village Green for parking during the Beer Festival.
· Village Website - the main area of the website review being focussed on now is the Village Hall pages. Cllr Hope is meeting with members of the Village Hall Committee to review the pages and decide on what to retain. Cllr MacKenzie will come to the next Village Hall Committee meeting to discuss.  There are too many pages, many of which are old and out of date making the website cumbersome and difficult to navigate.
· Village Hall car park grant – Cllr Todd sent a report confirming that he will be starting the next application process in May 2026, which will be another application to the National Lottery based on their feedback on the unsuccessful application
· Update on Playground resurfacing – Cllr Todd sent a report updating that work to replace posts in the play area is due to commence on the week commencing 20 May 2026. 
· It was also confirmed that the quote from Rhinoplay Ltd to carry out the renovation works to the Play Area has been accepted. This however can only be confirmed once the agreement with FCC has been signed.
· The provisional start date for the works is the week commencing the 3 August 2026.
· Litter picking group – The group confirmed that they carried out a litter pick on Friday 17th and Saturday 18th April. Whilst a lot of litter was collected the levels were not as bad as previous years. The worst area was on the Stratton Audley road verges suffer from drive by litter throwing.
· Traffic Survey – Cllr Ryder sourced two quotes for two survey tubes to be placed on the road to record the data and speed of travelling cars and then produce a spreadsheet with the data for review.
· The Council resolved to add the item to May Agenda to make a decision whether to proceed

101) Planning

	Ref No:
	Location
	Proposal
	PC Comments

	26/00699/F
	Land Adj To Wise Crescent Opposite The Laurels Fringford
	Installation of lighting bollards within common areas (Retrospective)
	Fringford Parish Council objects to the retrospective application for the illuminated bollards.
 
This site occupies a prominent position on the south-western edge of the village adjoining open countryside, and so it forms one of the entrances to the village. The originally submitted planning documents repeatedly sought to justify the development on the basis that it would be landscape-led and sensitively integrated into its rural setting through native planting, open space, low stone walling and hedgerow planting reflecting the character of Fringford Road and the village edge. The applicant’s own landscape evidence also acknowledged earlier concerns regarding harm to the rural character, quality and appearance of this entrance to the village.
 
In the Parish Council’s view, the bollards fundamentally conflict with that stated approach. Fringford is notably without street lighting, and that absence of urban lighting is an important and established part of the village’s character and ethos. The introduction of multiple illuminated bollards creates an overtly suburban and urbanising effect, amounting in practice to estate street lighting by another name. Rather than preserving a dark and rural village edge, the bollards make the development appear unduly prominent after dark and completely out of keeping with the rest of the village. This results in harmful visual impact on the approach into the village, on views from surrounding roads and nearby public rights of way, and on the character of this sensitive settlement edge. The development was presented as a natural and sympathetic addition to Fringford; the bollards instead draw attention to it at night and erode the rural qualities that the scheme was said to respect.
 
For these reasons, Fringford Parish Council objects to the retention of the bollards and requests that this retrospective application be refused. 


	26/00793/TEL
	Orange Telecommunications Mast OXF0087 Bicester Road Fringford
	Remove existing 300mm transmission dish at 30.8m and replace with 600mm dish, install radio units feeder cables and other ancillary items, minor internal upgrade within existing TEF cabin
	Neutral

	
	
	
	



Decisions

	[bookmark: _Hlk137465291]Ref No:
	Location
	Proposal
	Decision

	
	
	
	



Appeals

	Ref No:
	Location
	Proposal
	CDC Decision / Comments
	Parish Council Comments

	
	
	
	
	



102) Correspondence Received / AOB
· OALC March Newsletter
· Cherwell Parish Monthly Bulletin

103) Items for next Agenda
· All items for the next agenda to be submitted to the Clerk by 8th May 2026.
104) Date of next meeting:

Please note
· The date of the next meeting is 18th May 2026 at 20.00 and is combined with the AGM
· Annual Parish meeting at 19.30 where village groups are invited to participate.

Meeting closed at 20:21
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