Fringford Parish Council – Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 23rd March 2026

[bookmark: _Hlk109726472]Minutes of the meeting of Fringford Parish Council, 
held on Monday 23rd March 2026 at 7.45pm.

Present:	Councillors: Ginny Hope, Les Harris, Hayley Ryder, Ros MacKenzie, Max Todd & Robert Gue

Also present: 	R. Damerell (Clerk) and 36 members of the public. 

83) Apologies for absence
· Apologies were received for Cllr Ryder

84) Requests for Dispensations and Declarations of interest, gifts and hospitality 
· No requests or interests were declared by Members.

85) Public participation
· The Parish Council to place an objection to application 26/00452/OUT…. 
· The Parish Council’s agreed to send the following objection:
· Fringford Parish Council considered planning application reference 26/00452/OUT at its meeting on 23 March and has resolved to agree to object to the application on the following grounds.

Previous planning application 24/00245/OUT was unsupported by Cherwell planning officers on the grounds that it was rejected by the utility providers as difficult to implement services to the site and alsoand on the grounds of highways safety by Oxfordshire County Council. The A4421 Bicester to Buckingham Road is a fast, busy road with a recent history of road traffic accidents in this location. The proposed site of 750 properties will have a detrimental impact on the level of traffic and road safety. The Fringford Road is a country road which would be unsuitable for the volume of traffic associated with 750 dwellings.

The site is not in a sustainable location and therefore is not in line with the emerging Cherwell Local Plan or the National Planning guidance (NPFF). As the site is in a proposed settlement gap identified for no building.

Caversfield is a category B village that should only have new development of 1 hectare. The size of the proposed development is beyond this.

There would be an adverse impact on agricultural land that is classed as good to moderate, this should be retained as agricultural land. The development would have a major detrimental impact on biodiversity and climate crisis which the neighbouring Parish Councils have a duty to protect and why local Parish Councils are standing together to object against this proposal. We respectfully request that the Planning Authority refuse the application.

86) Updates from County & District Councillors 
· No update to report from County & District Councillors

87) To approve the Minutes of the last Parish Council Meeting. 
· The minutes of the February 2026 Fringford Parish Council meeting were approved as a true record of the meeting.  

88) [bookmark: _Hlk106648287]Finance  
· Financial Spreadsheet – Councillors received the monthly reconciliation. 
· Invoices to pay - invoices were reviewed and approved by the Parish Council. 

89) Parish Matters
· Dymocks Farm Development - As discussed under the Public Participation Section.

· Village Website – Cllr Mackenzie provided an update as follows:
· Cllr Mackenzie is liaising with Cllr Hope for feedback on Governance, the Local Plan, Powers & Duties and the Village Hall section. This will also be discussed at the Village Hall meeting on the 27 April 2026, which both Cllr Hope and Cllr Mackenzie will attend.
· Cllr Mackenzie has also requested and is waiting for an update from the other groups including the church, events etc. 
· Further progress on the website can’t be made until the proposed suggestions are agreed or alternative actions suggested.

· Playground grant – Cllr Todd confirmed the application for the grant from FCC Communities Foundation via FCC Recycling Ltd has been successful. 
· The Parish Council unanimously agreed for Cllr Todd to sign the financial agreement with FCC Communities Foundation.
· Cllr Todd updated that one stipulation is that the Parish Council will need to demonstrate community involvement in the project. The The Parish Council agreed to consult parents in the village or part of the school on the new design of the play area.
· Cllr Hope to write an article for the Voice to update the village on the awarding of the grant and the consultation of the play area.
· The Council thanked Frazer Morgan for the clearance of the brambles in the Play Area and accepted the quote to carry out monthly / 6 weekly maintenance of the play area and village hall carpark site. The cCost of the work was agreed at £50 per visit.

· Village Hall car park grant – 
· Cllr Todd informed the the Parish Council that unfortunately it had been unsuccessful in the application to the National Lottery grant.  
· The Lottery were uncertain over the status of the land ownership and alsoand wanted to see more involvement from the Community.
· The lLottery did not say that the Council cannot apply again in the future and can easily address the concerns raised by the National Lottery.
· The Parish Council also noted even with the National Lottery Grant there would still be a significant amount of money to raise to carry out the quoted work on the car park.
· Cllr Gue to speak to suppliers to establish any other less expensive options

· Bench at the Bus Stop
· Cllr Mackenzie updated that two residents have raised a request to replace the bench in the bus stop.
· The Council resolved to purchase a new bench for the bus stop and review the other two benches by the Ggreen. and Cllr Gue’s residence.

90) Planning

	Ref No:
	Location
	Proposal
	PC Comments

	26/00473/TPO
	Pringle Cottage Rectory Lane Fringford Bicester OX27 8DX
	T1 - Mature Horse Chestnut - Reduce overall height of tree to approximately 4 metres above cable brace supports (reduction of approximately 25%); reduce scaffold stem overhanging garage by approximately 6 metres in length; reduce over-extending lateral branches overhanging road and property by up to 5 metres in length; reduce remaining crown circumference by approximately 3–4 metres in branch length and remove major deadwood - subject to TPO 8/1988
	SupportNeutral

	26/00446/F
	Milton House Little Paddock Fringford OX27 8EJ
	Single storey rear extension
	Support Neutral



Decisions
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91) Correspondence Received / AOB
· OALC February Newsletter
· Cherwell Parish Monthly Bulletin
· Grass Cutting – The Parish Council reviewed the quote provided by the Grass cutters and resolved to accept the quotation. The Clerk to inform the grass cutters and Cllr Gue to liaise over the areas to be cut.
· Cricket Club – The Parish Council reviewed the request from Cricket Club for a grant of £475 to contribute towards the grass cutting of the Cricket Pitch. The Parish Council resolved to award the grant for 2026/27

92) Items for next Agenda
· All items for the next agenda to be submitted to the Clerk by 10th April 2026.
93) Date of next meeting:
· The date of the next meeting is 20th April 2026 at 7.45pm.
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