Fringford Parish Council – Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 16th February 2026

[bookmark: _Hlk109726472]Minutes of the meeting of Fringford Parish Council, 
held on Monday 16th February 2026 at 7.45pm.

Present:	Councillors: Ginny Hope, Les Harris, Hayley Ryder, Ros MacKenzie, Max Todd & Robert Gue

Also present: 	R. Damerell (Clerk) and 6 members of the public. 

83) Apologies for absence
· Apologies were received for Cllr Davids-Austin

84) Requests for Dispensations and Declarations of interest, gifts and hospitality 
· No requests or interests were declared by Members.

85) Public participation
· Four Members of the public addressed the Parish Council in regard to planning application 25/02494/F - White Cottage, Rectory Lane, Fringford, Bicester, OX27 8DX The members of the public raised the following objections to the application:
· There is an appreciation that the changes in the windows have made the proposed dwelling more cottage looking and along with the few minor alterations inside, but fundamentally nothing in the application has changed from the original application. This has meant that the original objections raised and submitted to Cherwell DC still stand and have not been addressed including the significant concern regarding the danger represented by the increase in traffic on the lane, the reduction of car parking space and the decrease in visibility for both drivers and pedestrians alike. 
· The residents stated the reduction of the hedge to 60cm as per Highways stipulation, does not stop the lack of visibility pulling into the lane.
· The Parish Council resolved to submit an additional objection to the application to reaffirm the Council’s position from the original application.
· A member of the public addressed the Council on the serious matter of vehicles speeding through the village. On numerous occasions several residents have been involved in incidents of near misses with speeding vehicles. A number of these particularly linked with those delivering newspapers.
· It was acknowledged also that speeding in the village is by both villagers and non-villagers
· The Council resolved to put a statement in the Village Voice regarding speeding in the village and to contact the delivery company delivering the newspapers and make them aware of the situation.
· Cllr Ryder to also investigate the possibility of installing the temporary speed bands for the roads to help record the speeds of the drivers.
86) Updates from County & District Councillors 
· No update to report from County & District Councillors

87) To approve the Minutes of the last Parish Council Meeting. 
· The minutes of the January 2026 Fringford Parish Council meeting were approved as a true record of the meeting.  

88) [bookmark: _Hlk106648287]Finance  
· Financial Spreadsheet – Councillors received the monthly reconciliation. 
· Invoices to pay - invoices were reviewed and approved by the Parish Council. 

89) Parish Matters
· Village Website – No update to report. Cllr Mackenzie to provide an estimated timescale once more information has been received.
· Cllr Mackenzie has discussed the Stratton Audley Website with Stratton Audley Parish Council, which is hosted through a package for Town and Parish Council. The Council to review the packages and whether this could be relevant to Fringford Parish Council once the current work on the website has been completed. 
· Playground grant – Cllr Todd confirmed the Council will be informed in early March if the grant from FCC will be awarded. This will then allow the Council to assess the budget for the play area.
· Cllr Todd updated that following discussions with Wicksteed, it would be more cost effective to purchase new posts rather than fitting metal sleeves to the current post. The Council to purchase the new posts and enquire about the installation of metal sleeves on the new posts. 
· Cllr Hope to follow up with Frazer Morgan on a regular playground tidying schedule to remove brambles, strim etc.
· Village Hall car park grant – Cllr Todd, confirmed that the application from Bernard Sumley Charity was turned down.
· The outcome of the National Lottery application is likely to be received in March 
· 2026 Local Elections – The Clerk updated the Council on the timescales of the 2026 Local Elections on 7 May 2026. The nomination papers for all are available on the Electoral Commission website.

90) Planning

	Ref No:
	Location
	Proposal
	PC Comments

	25/02494/F
	White Cottage, Rectory Lane, Fringford, Bicester, OX27 8DX
	Sub-division of the existing house and site, re-instating the original two dwelling
configuration. Related single storey extensions and external alterations. Altered and new
vehicular access/parking provision
	Object - The PC does not support the amendments to parking as there is no material difference to the previous application. The tandem parking will mean that cars park on Rectory Lane, which cannot take any more vehicles for all the reasons given in our previous objections.
The recommendation from Highways has resulted in taking out a section of mature hedging which is detrimental to the local bird life and ecology.  This is overdevelopment where it is not necessary. We respectfully request that the application is refused.

	
	
	
	



Decisions

	[bookmark: _Hlk137465291]Ref No:
	Location
	Proposal
	Decision

	
	
	
	



Appeals

	Ref No:
	Location
	Proposal
	CDC Decision / Comments
	Parish Council Comments

	
	
	
	
	



91) Correspondence Received / AOB
· Tree Preservation Order - Horse Chestnut Tree located on Land at The Forge
· OALC January Newsletter
· Oxfordshire Local Government Re-organisation
· Footpath Closure – Stratton Audley
· Cherwell Parish Monthly Bulletin
· WhatsApp from a villager – The Council acknowledged the concerns about the installation of lights on the new houses. Cllr Ryder to contact the Enforcement Officer to query if the lights were approved as part of the application and is this in breach of the approval of the planning application

92) Items for next Agenda
· All items for the next agenda to be submitted to the Clerk by 6th March 2026.
93) Date of next meeting:
· The date of the next meeting is 16th March 2026 at 7.45pm.
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