Fringford Parish Council – Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 19th January 2026

[bookmark: _Hlk109726472]Minutes of the meeting of Fringford Parish Council, 
held on Monday 19th January 2026 at 7.45pm.

Present:	Councillors: Ginny Hope, Les Harris, Phil Davids-Austin, Hayley Ryder, Ros MacKenzie, Max Todd & Robert Gue

Also present: 	R. Damerell (Clerk) and 4 members of the public. 

72) Apologies for absence
· No apologies were received

73) Requests for Dispensations and Declarations of interest, gifts and hospitality 
· No requests or interests were declared by Members.

74) Public participation
· No Questions were raised by the public
· Two members of the public addressed the Council regarding an event to celebrate the 150th anniversary of the birth of Flora Thompson. This item was covered under correspondence received.

75) Updates from County & District Councillors 
· No update to report form County & District Councillors

76) To approve the Minutes of the last Parish Council Meeting. 
· The minutes of the November 2025 Fringford Parish Council meeting were approved as a true record of the meeting.  

77) [bookmark: _Hlk106648287]Finance  
· Financial Spreadsheet – Councillors received the monthly reconciliation. 
· Invoices to pay - invoices were reviewed and approved by the Parish Council. 

78) Parish Matters
· Fringford Parish Council 2026/27 Precept Request
· The Parish council resolved to increase the precept by 3%, in line with inflation, to £16,572.70
· Fringford Parish Council 2026/27 Budget
· The Parish Council approved in principle the draft Budget but would fully ratify the budget at the February 2026 Parish Council Meeting
· Village Website
· Cllr Mackenzie has received the comments from Cllr Hope on the separate areas of the website
· Cllr Hope to speak with the Village Hall Committee regarding the most relevant information to be added to the website.
· Cllr Mackenzie to assess the level of work required for the next stages of the project and feedback the level of time required and potential costing.
· Email addresses
· The Clerk has enquired with Navitas as to the progress of the transfer of email addresses to ‘.gov’. The Council to review this again once an update had been received.
· Playground grant application
· The Application to the National Lottery was successful with £19,200 awarded to the project.
· An application to FCC landfill fund is still under review with a likely decision in March 2026.
· Once the weather has improved, the Council resolved to re-stain the wooden equipment in the play area.
· The Council noted the post damage in the play area outlined in the RoSPA report and resolved to source quotes for metal post sleeves to protect the posts.
· The Parish Council also resolved to introduce a program of regular play area cleaning and tidying.  Action Cllr Hope.
· Village Hall car park grant
· Cllr Todd has submitted applications to the Bernard Sumley Foundation and The National Lottery, with a likely decision timescale of March -April.
· The Council resolved to investigate the possibility of replacing the noticeboards in the village as part of the project.  Cllr Hope to find previous quotations.

79) Planning

	Ref No:
	Location
	Proposal
	PC Comments

	25/03319/F
	Shelswell, Main Street Fringford OX27 8DP
	Conversion of integral garage and installation of bay window
	Support – The Parish Council Supports this application

	
	
	
	



Decisions

	[bookmark: _Hlk137465291]Ref No:
	Location
	Proposal
	Decision

	
	
	
	



Appeals

	Ref No:
	Location
	Proposal
	CDC Decision / Comments
	Parish Council Comments

	
	
	
	
	



80) Correspondence Received / AOB
· Feedback from New Years Eve Event
· The Council thanked the Event Committee for the report provided and asked if it would be possible to send through the longer report for reference.
· The event was successful with a flurry of tickets booked shortly before the event. The numbers were about right and would be capped at 75 for future events.
· The Committee confirmed that it could refund the Parish Council £149.95 of the £200 granted, making the subsidy from the Parish Council £49.05
· The Council resolved its formal thanks to the whole committee but in particular Helen Robins, Diana Jones, Christina McCullagh, Melissa Morbeck.
· Events in the Village
· Cllr Mackenzie to speak to a contact to enquire about the possibility of an events coordinator for the village. This though would only be feasible should there be enough volunteers in the village to help with the events.
· Parish Council Records 
· The Parish Council resolved to review the quotes once sourced by Cllr Gue with a view to purchase a 90-minute fire rated cabinet once received the quotes from Cllr Gue.
· Cllr Todd to enquire with the Oxfordshire County Council to see if the documents could be stored in the County Archives.
· Feedback from the Switching on of the Christmas Tree Lights
· The event was very well attended and with very positive feedback
· One suggested improvement was to ensure that there are enough carol sheets for all those attending.
· The Council in response to a comment from a member of the public resolved not to invest in additional lights for the sycamore tree. 
· The Council did resolve to purchase one more set of lights for the Christmas Tree.
· 2026 Parish Council Elections
· The Clerk updated the Council on the upcoming elections in May 2026
· 150th Anniversary of the birth of Flora Thompson
· Two residents proposed a celebration day of the life of Flora Thompson including a display of posters and photographs in the Chinnery Room, a talk by a speaker in the main hall and a ‘Flora’ walk through the village matching up the characters from the books to the real people in the village.
· The current proposed expenses will be approximately £32.00 (printing / laminating). The residents are currently sourcing possible options for refreshments of tea, coffee and cake etc but this is not confirmed.
· The Parish Council supported the event and unanimously resolved that the use of the Village Hall and Chinnery Room should be free of charge.
· The Council resolved to allocate a budget of up to £100 towards the event.

81) Items for next Agenda
· All items for the next agenda to be submitted to the Clerk by 7th February 2026.
82) Date of next meeting:
· The date of the next meeting is 16th February 2026 at 7.45pm.
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