Fringford Parish Council – Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 20th October 2025

[bookmark: _Hlk109726472]Minutes of the meeting of Fringford Parish Council, 
held on Monday 20th October 2025 at 7.45pm.

Present:	Councillors: Ginny Hope (Chair), Les Harris, Phil Davids-Austin, Hayley Ryder, Ros MacKenzie, Robert Gue, Max Todd

Also present: 	R. Damerell (Clerk) and 15 members of the public. 

50) Apologies for absence
· No Apologies were received. 

51) Requests for Dispensations and Declarations of interest, gifts and hospitality 
· No requests or interests were declared by Members.

52) Public participation
· A resident stated their main concern in regards to the application is safety. Currently the parking situation on the lane is very difficult given how narrow the lane is.
· The inclusion of the additional off street parking spaces would remove approximately 3 parking spaces from the road and would increase the number of cars on the lane by two dwellings.
· The main thoroughfare on Rectory Lane is one used by dog walkers and children walking to school. With no pavement it is already dangerous to walk down the lane, but with more cars parked there will be fewer places for people to move from the traffic on the lane. 
· Policy SLE4 of the Cherwell Plan states it ‘aims to ensure all residents have a safe, secure, and quality home’ and the inclusion of more cars will make the lane significantly less safe.
· The application would in opposition to Policy PSD1 which promotes Cherwell’s sustainable initiative. The inclusion of additional vehicles would increase the number of people using cars rather than using public transport or sustainable transport.
· Both policies also state importance of Highway Safety of primary concern for any application.
· Policy ESD15 focusses on the character of historic building. The applications detracts from the character from the lane as it is currently. 
· The residents at the Old Rectory agreed on their main concern is highway safety. The lane is unsuited and unable to maintain double the amount of vehicle traffic. 
· The residents at Stable Cottage expressed their concern that the planning statement misrepresents the impact the extension will cause to the light at Stable Cottage and the reasonable outlook for habitable rooms both downstairs and on the upper windows
· The extension also creates a tunnel like effect on Prentices Yard creating an overlooking aspect on Stable Cottage.
· The residents at Prentice Yard stated that currently the number of vehicles impacts the ability for turning right out of the driveway. The cars have to go down to the turning circle at the end of the lane in order to be able to leave the lane. Any additional cars would potentially reduce the turning circle and increase the difficulty of being able to exit the drive.
· The residents at Candleford cottage – When the previous owner of White Cottage was unwell it was difficult to exit the driveway due to the number of cars parked at the property which will only be exacerbated by the development.
· The resident at Bancroft stated that the development will be inconvenient at best and dangerous at worst due to the level of cars. The loss of car parking spaces on the road and the additional dwelling will only make this worse 
· As tandem parking will be in place for the new dwelling it is likely one car will park on the lane due to the logistics. The other concern is where visitors to the properties would park.
· The primary concern though is the ability for emergency services vehicles accessing the lane. Currently these struggle to access the end of the lane and when they do they are unable to turn around and have to back out.
· The current application would be a significant overdevelopment of the site, which is currently a small plot with very small gardens.
· This will also serve to devalue the neighbouring property changing it from a semi-detached to end of terrace.
· Applicant Response – There is already a tandem parking arrangement at White Cottage so this would be no different after the development.
· Highstreet and parking – There will only be approximately 4m of hedging being removed, so approximately one parking space removed from the street
· Character – Currently the cottage has UPVC windows and pebbledash walls, which are not in character with the surrounding properties. House would have been made of stone and wooden windows, which is what is being implemented so will be adding character. 
· Parish Council comments
· Cllr Harris – The primary concern is emergency access. It would be prudent to request Highways to do a survey at a weekend to establish if there was an emergency would it be safe and would the Emergency Service vehicles be able to access the properties
· Cllr Davids-Austin – also highlighted his concern of the devaluing of the properties and the overdevelopment.
· Cllr Ryder – asked whether the development would be adding to the general value of the village or detracting from it.
· The Parish Council resolved unanimously to object to the application and request for Highways to carry out the assessment of the risk for Emergency Services vehicles being able to access the whole lane.

53) Updates from County & District Councillors 
· No update to report form County & District Councillors
· The Clerk and Cllrs Hope & Mackenzie to register for flood alerts

54) To approve the Minutes of the last Parish Council Meeting. 
· The minutes of the September 2025 Fringford Parish Council meeting were approved as a true record of the meeting.  

55) [bookmark: _Hlk106648287]Finance  
· Financial Spreadsheet – Councillors received the monthly reconciliation. 
· Invoices to pay - invoices were reviewed and approved by the Parish Council. 

56) Parish Matters

· Village Website
· Cllr Mackenzie shared the current work on the website. Cllr Mackenzie and Cllr Hope to review the content on the website for the individual groups.
· Email addresses
· The Clerk to meet with Navitas to finalise and complete the transfer to the .gov email addresses.
· Playground grant
· Frazer Morgan has submitted a quote to repair the gate to the Playground.
· Cllr Todd has submitted the grant application to the National Lottery
· Cllr Todd has written to the FCC Community Fund for clarity over the question of what additional funding the Council has sourced.
· Village Hall car park grant
· Cllr Todd has researched the National lottery, which is an option and has funded several other similar projects.
· Bernard Sumley Fund – The group funds similar projects, but don’t wholly fund the projects and require applicants to demonstrate a fundraising program for the additional monies needed.
· It was agreed to use the Christmas lights event and the New Year’s Eve party as fund raisers.
· Gipsy Traveller Site update
· No update to report

57) Planning

	Ref No:
	Location
	Proposal
	PC Comments

	25/02494/F
	White Cottage Rectory Lane Fringford Bicester OX27 8DX
	Sub-division of the existing house and site, re-instating the original two dwelling configuration. Related single storey extensions and external alterations. Altered and new vehicular access/parking provision
	Object

	
	
	
	



Decisions

	[bookmark: _Hlk137465291]Ref No:
	Location
	Proposal
	Decision

	
	
	
	



Appeals

	Ref No:
	Location
	Proposal
	CDC Decision / Comments
	Parish Council Comments

	
	
	
	
	



58) Correspondence Received / AOB
· Footpaths near the Bakehouse – The Council noted that the stiles are the property of the landowner who are responsible for their accessibility and upkeep. Whilst Oxfordshire do encourage the replacement of stiles with kissing gates, this is at the discretion of the landowners depending on the condition on the stiles.
· Road Closures
· Bicester and Mid-Cherwell Movement and Place (MAP) Plan
· Village Hall Tables
· Puy du Fou – Coalition of Objection- The Council to review the document sent through objecting to the suggested plans and confirm if they wish to be included in the objection.
· Christmas Tree Lights – The Council has received a quote for £220.00 for 50m lights for the trees.
· The Council agreed to have a can bar at the Christmas Lights Event to give residents the option of purchasing cans. The proceeds will be put towards the Village Hall car park project. The mulled wine and soft drinks for children will continue to be free of charge.
· The Council received a request for seating for those less able to stand at the event. The Council resolved to use the folded metal hall chairs.
· Pond – The Council resolved to consult with parents on the tidy up of the pond as the children enjoy playing on the site, particularly with the stones, ‘hunting for dinosaurs’ etc.
· Cllr Davids-Austin confirmed the County Council cleared the drains in the village by Hall farm and possibly in other areas.

59) Items for next Agenda
· All items for the next agenda to be submitted to the Clerk by 7th November 2025.
60) Date of next meeting:
· The date of the next meeting is 17th November 2025 at 7.45pm.
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